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William Theodore “Willie” Proctor Sr. (1858-1906) & Lela Alice Mickler (1863-1940)

According to Ruby, Willie & Lela 
were married December 2, 1885, but 
their Marriage License & Certification 
of Matrimony is dated December 3, 
1885.   



Centre St., Fernandina - 1885

After Willie & Lela Proctor were married 
in Suwannee County and as newlyweds, they 
moved to Fernandina in 1885. 

(Ruby Proctor-Johnson 1985)  





Location of  The Proctor’s 28 acres on Amelia 
Island (1885-1906)

Road in front of house 
leading to Amelia Bluff 

(ca. 1904)

Rear of Proctor Home
(ca. 1904)

Front of Proctor Home (ca. 1904)

54

61

62

78

Road in front of 
house leading to 

Amelia Bluff (2019)

4 lots = 28 total acres

Map of 
Amelia Island 

1919

The 
Private 
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Susan 

Cashen 
Map, 1885 
rev. 1906

2019

Lot 54, 
4/10’s of a 

mile east of 
Amelia 

Island Pkwy.



Soon after Ralph was born in June 1906, we moved into town. 
(Ruby Proctor-Johnson 1985)

Centre St., Fernandina - ca. 1900



The Proctor Home in Fernandina (1906-1907)
& Location of Willie’s Death (401 South 7th Street) (southwest corner)

2018
2016

Ruby’s photo ca. 
1910

1946 Photo

7th Street ca. 1900

It was at this house in town that I 
fell out of the upstairs window… 

(Ruby Proctor-Johnson 1985)

Sketch by former resident 1893

2018



William Theodore “Willie” Proctor Sr. (1858-1906)

Ruby believed her father had 
died from the congestive chill. In 
fact, he died from Pernicious 
Malarial Fever also known as 
“Blackwater Fever” which causes 
internal bleeding (a.k.a. congestive 
chill).

…I do remember Papa [Willie] 
was taken sick Sunday morning … 
and died the middle of the 
afternoon.  Cause of death was 
listed as congestive chill I believe 
but we were never real sure or 
whether the doctor gave him wrong 
medicine by mistake.

(Ruby Proctor-Johnson 1985)



Transcription:
The Funeral Services of the late Mr. W.T. Proctor will
be held at his late residence corner of Seventh and Date
Streets at 11:30 A.M. The burial will be at St. Marys
Cemetery (illegible) Relatives and Friends to attend -
the Pilot boat Amelia will be at the foot of Center Street
at 12 noon to take those who wish to go.

In those days with no phone, nor daily papers, when a person passed away, the family of the
deceased would send the funeral announcement & plans around from house to house on a tray.

(Ruby Proctor Johnson 1985)
Although the Funeral Notice is tattered & now 

in 9 pieces, it still has the black ribbon attached.



Lela Alice Mickler-Proctor (1863-1940)

Clifton McKinnon, Lela M. Proctor
& Ruby Proctor, 1926

1940

19381931

Letter from Maggie J. 
Mickler to Lela 1909

Fernandina, FL
November 11, 1909
My Dear Lela,

Your father & I have lived 
in Florida ever since we were 
married lived at Welborn, as 
well as I can remember Pete 
was at home when the [Civil] 
war closed…
Maggie J. Mickler

Telegram from Maggie J. 
Mickler to Lela 1909



The Family
of

William Theodore “Willie” Proctor



Daniel Robert Proctor Family Bible 1853 (father of Willie)

In Nov. 2016, I located the family Bible of Daniel Robert Proctor (Willie’s father) in 
possession of St. Marys Historian & 3rd cousin Eloise Bailey-Thompson (1928-2017).  
The Bible had been passed down through 3 generations of the family of  Willie’s sister 
Sarah Gertrude Proctor-Mizell.



Last Will & Testament of William Proctor (July 13, 1859)
(grandfather of Willie Proctor)

This is the original 
document which still 

contains its red wax seal.

Last Will & 
Testament 
of William 

Proctor 1859



William Proctor Family Bible - 1852 (Located at the Bryan-Lang Historical Archives, Woodbine, GA) 

1852



Richard Proctor (1771-1813) - (great-grandfather of Willie Proctor)

Richard Proctor a millwright of Philadelphia, 
on January 19, 1798, entered into an agreement 
to travel to St. Marys, GA to construct a wooden 
tidal mill powering 8 saws on the property of 
Claude Borel.  As part of the agreement, Borel 
escorted Proctor with his wife [Margaret] and 
two children [William & Hester] to St. Marys.

Agreement 
between 

Claude Borel, 
Richard 

Proctor & 
Robert 

Cadman,
Jan. 19, 1798

Borel’s Land Survey
(800 acres)
Aug. 3, 1797

Daniel Robert Proctor 
Survey

Sep. 25, 1869 

Daniel R. Proctor

(Richard’s grandson 
& Willie’s father) 

bought 600 acres of 
this property in 1869.



Richard Proctor’s Will

In the name of God Amen, – I 
Richard Proctor resident for 
some time in East Florida …, I 
give bequeath … my two 
children William and Hester …  
As the woman to whom I was 
unfortunately married has for 
a long time been living in open 
adultery, it is my will and 
intention that she shall have 
nothing to do with my affairs… 
I have hereunto set my name 
in seal this [8 Dec. 1812] on 
Cumberland Island state of 
Georgia. R. Proctor

Richard Proctor’s Will (Dec. 8, 1813) - (great-grandfather of Willie Proctor)

Richard Proctor is said to 
be buried in St. Marys’ Oak 
Grove Cemetery, although 
there is no headstone and the 
exact location is unknown.



The Family
of

Lela Alice Mickler-Proctor



Peter Theodore Mickler Sr. & 1st Elizabeth Saxon (parents of Lela M. Proctor) 

& 2nd Maggie J. Mickler

Original 1885 Plat Map of Mickler’s 
620 acres, 6 miles north of Wellborn, 

& birthplace of Lela & her siblings.



CALL ST.

1903 Sanborn Map

Mickler’s 1st Boarding House at 49 N. Monroe St.

In this photo taken in 1904, are Robert, Kate & 
Maggie J. Mickler as well as Dr. Ausley who would later 
marry Lela’s cousin Elizabeth “Bessie” Saxon in 1906. 

Lela’s siblings Robert & Tillie Mickler opened 
the 1st boarding house about 1902 or 1903 next to 
the Leon Hotel.  In 1906, they moved to the 2nd

location on Calhoun St. & in 1913 Robert deeded 
Tillie the property. The Mickler House would 
remain in business until 1926.



Peter Theodore “Pete” Mickler Jr. (1868-1941 ) (brother of Lela M. Proctor) 

1911

1931

Mickler St., Tallahassee 
(former)

Located the house of Peter Theodore “Pete” 
Mickler Jr. (brother of Lela M. Proctor), &  located 
just south of the intersection of Monroe St. & 
Thomasville Rd. (Gladstone Boarding House).

In 1906, Pete & Adah donated 
lots #5-19 (20 acres) on Mickler St. 
to the Trustees of the Primitive 
Baptist Church, now the site of 
Riley Elementary School. 



Property of Daniel Mickler & Maria Ann Lowe (paternal grandparents of Lela M. Proctor)

Property of  Daniel Mickler, 
one-mile northeast of 
Wellborn & the Florida, 
Pensacola & Mobile Railroad.

Florida War 
(a.k.a. 2nd 

Seminole War)



Siblings Mary Mickler (1786-1809) (2nd great-aunt of  Lela & Willie), Peter Mickler III (1775-1839)

(great-grandfather of Lela) & Daniel Jacob Mickler Jr. (1777-1809) (2nd great-uncle of  Lela & Willie)

1794 Camden County Tax Digest



Lela Mickler-Proctor (1863-1940)

Daniel Mickler (1798-1866)

Peter Theodore Mickler Sr. (1832-1900) Daniel Robert Proctor (1830-1906)

William Theodore “Willie” Proctor (1858-1906)

William Proctor (1797-1871)

Peter Mickler III (1775-1839)

Margaret Eve Mickler (1799-1842)

Daniel Jacob Mickler Sr. (1755-1795) & Maria Eve Strum (1749-1827)

William Mickler Sr. (1776-1848)

O. Earl Proctor
Florence S. Proctor
W. Theo Proctor
Louise M. Proctor
Ruby M. Proctor
Ralph E. Proctor Sr.

Grandchildren

Children

Grandparents

Parents

Great-Grandparents

2nd Great-Grandparents

3rd Great-Grandparents

4th Great-Grandparents

5th Great-Grandparents x 2

Husband/Wife

2nd Cousins

Brothers

Husband/Wife
1st Cousins

& 1st Cousin 5x removed

& 5th Great-Uncle

No. of Grandparents
5th Great  = 128 (126)
4th Great   =  64
3rd Great   =  32
2nd Great  =   16
Great         =    8
Grand       =    4

There is One Branch Missing from Our Tree

Richard Proctor (1797-1871)

Margaret Eve Mickler (1799-1842)

& 3rd Cousins

Degrees of Separation
1st Cousin
1st Cousin 1x Removed
2nd Cousin
2nd Cousin 1x Removed
3rd Cousin



St. Augustine Gazette, Nov. 1839

Peter Mickler III (1775-1839) & Lydia Allen (1774-1840) (parents of Daniel Mickler)
(paternal great-grandparents of Lela M. Proctor)

Peter Mickler III Estate Record 1840-1842

1819 Camden Co. Tax Return Georgia Archives & History 
August 12, 1953

Indian Wars
Mar. 13 - Dec. 31,

1793  



Daniel Jacob Mickler (1755-1795) & Maria Eva Strum (1749-1827) 

(2nd great-grandparents of Willie & Lela) (Doug’s 5th great-grandfather)

April 6, 1789 

Beginning in 1783 a man living in 
Georgia could be granted 200 acres of 
land on his own headright and 50 acres 
for each additional family member. To 
acquire a land grant, an applicant would 
appear before the land court in the 
county in which he desired land to 
obtain a warrant of survey. The county 
surveyor then surveyed the land, made a 
plat of survey, and forwarded a copy of 
the plat to the Surveyor General to be 
recorded. The applicant then applied to 
the Governor’s office for the grant after 
he paid all office fees. The grant was 
then issued and recorded.



Daniel Jacob Mickler Land Grant (Warrant dated May 2, 1794)

Georgia State Archives, Morrow, GA



John Tolson Lowe (1754-1824) & Susannah Riddle (1768-1854)

(parents of Maria Ann Lowe)  & (maternal great-grandparents of Lela M. Proctor)
(ref. Doug’s 4th great-grandfather)



John Tolson Lowe (1754-1824) & Susannah Riddle (1768-1854)

(parents of Maria Ann Lowe)  & (maternal great-grandparents of Lela M. Proctor) (ref. Doug’s 4th great-grandfather)

Plaque at Daytona Beach

John Tolson Lowe served in the 1st Maryland 
Regiment during the Revolutionary War having fought 
at the Battles of Long Island & White Plains, N.Y.

Lord Stirling with his 1st Maryland Regiment, at the Battle of Long Island on August 27, 1776

Susannah Lowe’s 
Revolutionary War Widow’s 

Pension.

He located from Maryland to Edgefield, 
S.C. then to Spanish East Florida in 1800.



John Tolson Lowe in Spanish East Florida

John T. Lowe received a total of
16,000 acres in Spanish Land (Mill)
Grants the 1st containing 750 acres on
Bell’s River west of Fernandina in 1812.

Maria Lowe-Mickler’s 
brother Fernando & sister 
Isabel were both baptized 
at the Cathedral Basilica of  
St. Augustine in 1806.

John T. Lowe’s 1803 Spanish 
Oath of Allegiance written in Old 
Spanish, states he had resided in 
Spanish East Florida since 1800.



… on March 15, 1812, the Patriot 
Camp was moved from Roses' Bluff 
to Lowe’s Bluff, likewise on Bell’s 
River, some four or five miles closer 
to Fernandina on Lowe’s Plantation.

The Patriots immediately 
commandeered the homestead of 
John Lowe consisting of 2 houses 
butchering his 80 head of cattle, 60 
hogs & pens full of chickens & fed 
their horses on the young stalks of 
corn growing in his fields. Lowe 
would later file claims with the U.S. 
Government for losses totaling 
$2,370 and received $1,190.

Map of the Patriot War of 1812
(rare map collections @ University of Florida)

In March 1812, U.S. backed troops invaded Spanish East 
Florida  & captured Fernandina from the Spanish Government. 
They would continue in an attempt to capture St. Augustine but 
were unsuccessful. This was known as the Patriot War of 1812.

John Tolson Lowe in Spanish East Florida

Boats staged for the 
invasion of Fernandina 
at Lowe’s Plantation. 



A Petition was sent to 
Secretary of State John 
Quincy Adams by 
inhabitants of St. Johns 
River for establishing a 
port of entry at 
Jacksonville.

A place called Cow Ford, on the St. John’s River

The Founding of Jacksonville, Florida

This is the earliest known 
document mentioning Jacksonville & 
is used as the founding date of June 
15, 1822, & was signed by John Tolson 
Lowe & his son Horatio Lowe.



The Family of Elizabeth Saxon - Mickler
(Siblings & Ancestors)

(mother of Lela M. Proctor)



1856 Saxon, Oliver & Willis Family Bible - (maternal grandparents of Lela M. Proctor)

The Family Bible is now 
in possession of Eliza Jane’s 
2nd great-granddaughter in 
Jacksonville, FL.

Seven weeks before his death, Rev. Henry Saxon began recording entries in 
this bible on Sep. 13, 1856.

His entries included the names of his 6 children with his 2nd wife Elizabeth 
as well as the names of her 5 children from her 1st husband James A. Oliver.

After his death on Nov. 2, 1856, it is assumed additional entries were made 
by Elizabeth until a few years before her death in 1890, as she had gone blind.

After Elizabeth’s death, the Bible was held by Henry & Elizabeth’s youngest 
daughter Eliza Jane Saxon-Willis.

The bible has remained in the Willis family since that time with additional 
entries added by numerous Willis family members for 4 generations.



Elizabeth B. Hale-Oliver-Saxon (1807-1890)

(maternal grandmother of Lela M. Proctor)

George W. Saxon & 
daughter Elizabeth Mulford 

“Bessie” Saxon-Ausley
George W. Saxon’s daughter 
Sarah Lucile Saxon-Palmer

All 3 of these photos taken by Alvan S. Harper &
are believed to be taken on the same day in 1886.

Elizabeth B. Hale-
Saxon

Elizabeth B. Hale-Saxon



Saxon - Willis Family Plot at Tallahassee’s Old City Cemetery, Block 60

In 2016, three unmarked graves of George W. Saxon’s 
daughters were located & a stone was erected in their 
honor.

In 2018, the reconstructed Graves Book One was 
found in an old city warehouse & two additional 
unmarked graves of Henry Willis & Matilda C. Saxon 
were discovered.

It is believed that one additional grave being that of 
Rev. Henry Saxon may also be buried here.



1851

1851

1845 Florida’s 1st Election

1829 Florida Territory
(Leon Country) Land Patent

On March 7, 1847, Joseph and Thirza Hale 
(3rd wife) deeded two acres of land to “The 
Trustees of Bethel Methodist Church” with 
the provision that a “Meeting House” be built 
in the center of the two acres.

Bethel United
Methodist Church

Joseph O. Hale (1778-1852) & 1st Dorothy “Dolly” Herndon (1774-1808)
(maternal great-grandparents of Lela M. Proctor),

2nd Letitia Hammond (1801-1842), 3rd Thirza Allen-Bryan-Smith (1800-1861)

War of 1812

Lela’s grandmother & great-grandfather located to Leon County about 1828.

1852 Receipt for Cotton



In the Spring of 2020, two NEW books about our Family will be coming out.
(Both Tentative Titles)

Capital City Bank will be celebrating its 125 Anniversary with the release of:

Making It 
Stories from 125 Years of Capital City Bank 

By Julie Strauss Bettinger

For the Public Good

The Story of Tallahassee's George Washington Saxon

By J. Doug Smith



The End


